
 

 

 
 
 
Armed with his well-worn Les Paul Gold Top and authentic rich bluesy baritone, Jamie Lee 
Thurston displays the unmistakable voice and hearty delivery that have become hallmarks of the 
resounding sound of his new, chart-climbing single, “Givin’ Up Breathin’.” The song and music 
video, already drawing rave reviews and national airplay, are from the forthcoming US/UK/Ireland 
album release, The Window, recorded in Nashville, produced by the country rocker and co-
produced with his long-time engineer and friend, Mike Purcell (Lynyrd Skynyrd, Waylon Jennings, 
BR-549). 
 
"All of the songs on this album are my most personal and adventurous yet. ‘Givin’ Up Breathin’’ is 
about the pain of the break-up with a girl I was head-over-heels in love with — and shares the 
honest heartache I went through," confides Thurston, who co-wrote the song with George Teren 
and has released it as the lead single off his formidable 13-track album to the airways. “We all 
share that feeling of loss, which is why this song really connects with people." 
 
With a musical foundation deeply rooted in country, Thurston echoes the spirit of Jerry Reed, 
Johnny Cash, Buck Owens and Merle Haggard throughout his songwriting, and in particular, on his 
new album — whether it’s about a death row inmate in “The Window,” one of Thurston’s favorite 
tracks (“It plays off the phrase, ‘it’s not what you look at, but what you see’”), or “The Killin’ Song," 
which is about how music can both comfort and help us through the tough times. “A lot of songs 
have killing, or thought of it in them,” said Thurston. “This song is actually a positive take on that, if 
that’s possible?” 
 
Other highlights include “The Rebel,” a duet featuring country artist and friend, Ray Scott (“It’s as 
good as it gets when you record with one of your best friends and musical brother”), and “Mystery 
On A Man,” a single contender (“It's not easy to accept that fact that loves moves on, especially 
when it come from out of nowhere. It's like trying to solve a mystery that isn't solvable, and it can 
drive you straight up crazy”). And while the lyrics are as authentic and unapologetic as Thurston’s 
voice, the gravity and weight of the themes on the album are woven melodically into guitar-laden 
southern rock and blues. 
 
That style is a birth rite. Thurston’s earliest memories are of the stage and having his father’s old 
beat up electric guitar in his hands. "As a kid there were always guitars lying around the house," 
recalls Thurston. "I used to strap one on, turn the stereo up really loud so I couldn’t hear how out of 
tune it was, and bang on the thing. My dad's guitar players spent time showing me chords and riffs 
and I kind of moved on from there.” 



 
His dad was a popular band leader and front man for rock and roll and country bands in their 
native New England. By the time Thurston graduated high school he’d joined his dad’s band and 
was already on the road living his dream. 
 
Thurston spent the next several years on the road gaining a following, playing bars and clubs, 
honing his songwriting craft, recording three country albums on his own and opening for such acts 
as Jason Aldean, Brad Paisley and Travis Tritt, among others. When Nashville came calling for 
good, he made the move — resulting in a major record label deal, a spot on the Grand Ole Opry, 
and songwriting cuts recorded by Rodney Atkins (top 20 hit with “15 Minutes”), Montgomery Gentry 
featuring Hank Williams Jr. (“I Ain’t Got It All the Bad”), and more. 
 
Songwriting accolades aside, though, it’s the stage where Jamie Lee Thurston finds the most 
comfort. Whether it’s an acoustic performance or playing full-throttle with his band, the spontaneity 
and rawness of his live show features not only a brilliant musician at work, but a consummate 
raconteur dishing out his trademark off-the-cuff humor. 
 
“I’m known for my live shows,” Thurston says. “I take the good and bad and lay it out there. I may 
even be a little bit politically incorrect. If you’re there that night, it’s like we’re all just a group of 
friends getting together to enjoy a beer, music and laughs.” 
 
He does, however, carry one serious cause close to his heart: Helping America’s veterans. In 
between writing and touring, he is executive producing his documentary, “Ghosts in His Eyes,” to 
help raise awareness and money for veterans with PTSD and TBI. “Ghosts in His Eyes,” a bonus 
track on the new album, fearlessly describes what life is like for soldiers who come home to face 
the invisible wounds of war. Thurston’s past struggles with depression and a friend’s service in the 
Middle East inspired this song and documentary — which implores Americans to understand the 
magnitude of the problem and invest in a solution. 
 
And all of this . . . the songs, the performances, the documentary, and the new album . . . depict an 
artist who is, at once, road-tested yet evolving. With ambitions stronger than ever to make his mark 
and a passion to write songs and tell his story on his own terms, The Window, the best work of his 
life, allows us, the audience, to see Jamie Lee Thurston more clearly than ever. 
 
“Music is who and what I am,” he says. “It’s all I’ll ever done, and it’s all I’ll ever do.” 
 
Connect with Thurston: 
Website: JamieLeeThurston.com 
Facebook: Facebook.com/JamieLeeThurston 
Twitter: @JamieLThurston 
Instagram: @JamieLeeThurston 
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